GOVERNMENT-IN-THE-SUNSHINE-MANUAL
(1) Direct-support organizations

In AGO 05-27, after reviewing the responsibilities of a nonprofit corporation created pursuant to
statute as a direct-support organization and the organization’s relationship to the public agency, the
Attorney General’s Office concluded that the organization was subject to the Sunshine Law. See
also Inf. Op. to Chiumento, June 27, 1990 (Sunshine Law applies to school district direct-support
organizations created pursuant to statute; although the direct-support organizations “constitute
private nonprofit corporations, they seek to assist the district school board in carrying out its
functions of meeting the educational needs of the students in the county”). And see AGOs 92-53
(John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art Foundation, Inc., established pursuant to statute as a not-
for-profit corporation to assist the museum in carrying out its functions subject to Sunshine Law),
and 11-01 (Sunshine Law applies to Biscayne Park Foundation, Inc., created as a nonprofit
foundation to act as an instrumentality on behalf of the Village of Biscayne Park and intended to
enhance the Village’s opportunities to raise monies through special events, sponsorships,
donations, and grants for the Village).

The Legislature has specifically exempted portions of meetings of some direct-support
organizations. For example, any portion of a meeting of the board of directors of a university direct-
support organization, or of the executive committee or other committee of the board, at which any
proposal seeking research funding from the organization or a plan or program for either initiating or
supporting research is discussed is exempt from s. 286.011, F.S. Section 1004.28(5)



