Floridians with
Disabilities

Sara Romine was among the first students with
a significant disability to be included in general
education classes in Florida. As a member of

the Florida Youth Council, she helped write the
Disability History and Awareness Bill, which was
passed and signed by Governor Crist on June 13,
2008.

To support the bill, Sara founded Awareness
and Action Partners. Her first project is a DVD
highlighting famous people with disabilities along

with interviews of students with disabilities.

In 1994, Salim Nasser’s dreams of
becoming a mechanical engineer were
put on hold when he was injured

in a car accident, leaving him with
quadriplegia. Fourteen years later,

with the help of Florida’s Vocational
Rehabilitation, Salim’s dream has come
true—he’s a mechanical engineer for
NASA. At NASA, Salim works on the
new Constellation program, the next
generation of rockets and space craft
that will be traveling to the moon and

Mars.
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Casey O’Halloran was the first student with his
disability in his school district to be fully included
in typical classrooms, and he participated in
activities, clubs, and sports. He also served as a
class representative his junior and senior years. He
works as a permanent part-time clerical assistant
at the County Courthouse, where he has worked
for the past eight years. Casey started his own
company, Casey Enterprises, to inspire, educate,
and motivate other individuals with disabilities

to become more independent. He was twice
appointed by former President Bush to serve on
the 21-member President’s Committee for People
with Intellectual Disabilities.
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Tracy Rackensperger is a faculty member at the
Institute on Human Development and Disability
(IHDD), University of Georgia. After getting a
Masters in Communication from the University of
Central Florida, she moved to Georgia in 2005. Tracy
oversees the coordination of the Institute’s outreach
activities. She promotes IHDD programs and principles
through publications and materials. Tracy relies on a
power wheelchair for mobility and a speech-generating
device to communicate.

As an infant, Laurel Elliott suffered
profound hearing loss after a high fever.
'Thanks to her excellent grades in high
school, Laurel received a scholarship to
Mississippi State University. Laurel is
now a veterinarian at the Banfield Pet
Hospital in Panama City. Today, Laurel
can hear and even talk on a phone thanks
to a cochlear implant, and she uses a
modified stethoscope at work.



Without the contributions
of people with disabilities,
what would this world be?
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