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Indian River County Schools  School Calendar 2010-2011 

Adult & Community Educationéééééé.. 564-5001 

Alternative Education ..................................... 564-6240 

Beachland Elementary School ....................... 564-3300 

Citrus Elementary School .............................. 978-8350 

Dodgertown Elementary School .................... 564-4100 

Fellsmere Elementary School ........................ 564-5970 

Freshman Learning Center (VBHS)............... 564-5800 

Gifford Middle School .................................... 564-3550 

Glendale Elementary School ......................... 978-8050 

Highlands Elementary School ........................ 564-3390 

J.A. Thompson Lifelong Learning Center ..... TBD 

Liberty Magnet School ................................... 564-5300 

Osceola Magnet School ................................. 564-5821 

Oslo Middle School ........................................ 564-3980 

Pelican Island Elementary School ................. 564-6500 

Rosewood Magnet School ............................. 564-3840 

Sebastian Elementary School ........................ 978-8200 

Sebastian River High School ......................... 564-4170 

Sebastian River Middle School ...................... 564-5111 

Storm Grove Middle School ........................... 564-6400 

Treasure Coast Elementary ........................... 978-8500 

Vero Beach Elementary School ..................... 564-4550 

Vero Beach High School ................................ 564-5400 

Wabasso School ............................................ 978-8000 

Charter Schools 

Imagine Schools .......................................... 567-2728 

Indian River Charter High ............................ 567-6600 

North County Charter School ....................... 794-1941 

St. Peterôs Academy .................................... 562-1963 

Sebastian Charter Junior High ..................... 388-8838 

 School Begins ................................................ Aug. 23 

No School/Labor Day ..................................... Sept. 6 

No School, Teacher Workday; Inservice Work Day .... Oct. 15 

End 1
st
 nine weeks ......................................... Oct. 26 

Report Cards Distributed ................................. Nov. 3 

Conference Night........................................... Nov. 10 

No School, teachers off due to conferences ....... Nov. 11 

No School ï Emergency Day ........................ Nov. 24 

Thanksgiving Break .................................. Nov. 25-26 

Winter Break Begins ...................................... Dec. 20 

Students Return from Winter Break ................. Jan. 3 

Final Exams .............................................. Jan. 12-14 

No School/Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ..... Jan. 17 

No School ï Teacher Workday ...................... Jan. 18 

Start 2
nd

 Semester .......................................... Jan. 19 

Report Cards Distributed ................................ Jan. 28 

Conference Night........................................... Feb. 10 

No School; Teachers Off Due to Conferences ......... Feb. 11 

No School/Presidentôs Day ............................ Feb. 21 

FCAT Testing ............................................. Mar. 1 - 4 

Spring Break ............................................ Mar. 14 -18 

Students Return from Spring Break .............. Mar. 21 

End of 3
rd

 nine weeks ....................................... Apr. 1 

Report Cards Distributed ................................ Apr. 13 

FCAT Testing ......................................... Apr. 11 ï 21 

No School; Emergency Day ........................... Apr. 22 

No School ï Teacher Workday ...................... May 16 

No School; Memorial Day Observed .............. May 30 

Graduation - SRHS.......................................... June 3 

Graduation - VBHS .......................................... June 4 

Final Exams ................................................. June 6-8 

End 2
nd

 Sem.; Last Day for Students. ................... June 8  

Teacher Workday ............................................ June 9 

Report Cards Distributed ...............................June 15 

Who to Contact for Information 

Career & Technical Education ..................... 564-4995 

Charter School Information .......................... 564-5931 

Elementary Education .................................. 564-3067 

Enrollment/Attendance Department ............ 564-3145 

Exceptional Student Services (ESE) ........... 564-5931 

ESE Pre-Kindergarten ................................. 564-4166 

504 Coordinator ........................................... 564-5949 

Food Services .............................................. 564-4980 

Health Services & Immunizations ................ 564-5940 

Home School Registration ........................... 564-3100 

Magnet School Registration ......................... 564-3100 

Pre-Kindergarten ......................................... 564-4169 

 Psychological Services ............................... 564-5949 

Public Relations .......................................... 564-3216 

School Assessment Director ...................... 564-3094 

School District (Switchboard) ..................... 564-3000 

School Zoning Information ......................... 564-3145 

Secondary Education ................................. 564-3067 

Student Insurance Information ................... 564-3110 

Student Services ........................................ 564-5946 

Title I/ESOL/Migrant Education .................. 564-3096 

Transportation ............................................ 978-8801 

Transportation Hotline ................................ 978-8199 



 

 

School District of Indian River County  
1990 25 th  Street Å Vero Beach, Florida 32960-3395 ð Telephone:  772 -564 -3000 Å Fax:  772-569 -0424  

 

Harry J. La Cava, Ed.D.  
Superintendent  

 
 
 
 
 
August 23, 2010 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the School District of Indian River County.  In 
your hands is the ñStart to Finish Parent Guide,ò which was designed as a resource 
to provide parents with information about student progression from elementary 
school through graduation. 
 
Inside are suggestions for homework, how to stay informed, getting to know your 
childôs school, and many other helpful items.  It is your right to be involved in your 
childôs education and it is our hope that this guide will assist you in that effort. 
 
The mission of the School District of Indian River County is ñto serve all students 
with excellence.ò  Working together, we can fulfill that mission. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
Harry J. La Cava, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
òEducate and inspire every 
student to be successfuló 

 

Karen Disney-Brombach 

District 1 
Å 

 

Matthew McCain 

District 2 
Å 

 

Carol Johnson 

District 3 
Å 

 

Claudia Jimenez 

District 4 
Å 

 

Debbie J. MacKay 

District 5 
 

òTo serve all students with excellenceó 
Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer  
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Parents Make a BIG Difference 

 
²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
education.  

When parents are actively involved in their childǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¸h¦ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
teacher in helping your child receive a good education. You can make a big 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
 
 

R GeÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ 

±ƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ άhǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜέ ƻǊ 
ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ bƛƎƘǘέ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ aŀƴȅ 
schools print newsletters for parents with information on parent 
meetings and other school events. If your school has a newsletter, 
be sure to read it.  

R Attend all Parent/Teacher Conferences.  

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ-teacher conference, 
be sure to go. If you have concerns about your child, call the teacher and set up a 
conference.  

R 3ÐÅÎÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ Ǫ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒȢ 

If possible, offer to help out in the classroom or accompany the children on field 
ǘǊƛǇǎΦ .ŜŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻǊ 
opportunities. 

R Remember that it is your right to be part of your 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

The principal and/or staff are there to answer your questions. Allow the school 
staff time to respond. Be patient and persistent until your questions have been 
answered. 

 

 

Stay informed.  

Visit Indian River County Schooƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǘ 
www.indianriverschools.org. The School District also offers educational classes 
ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ !Řǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ ттн-
564-4970 for additional information. 

 

How to stay on top of 
×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ 

school. 
Ú Attend the start-of-

school open house. Meet 
the teachers. Ask for an 
outline of what will be 
covered in each course. 

Ú 9ƳǇǘȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ 
pack every day to see 
what the school is 
sending home. 

Ú !ǎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
planner, agenda or 
assignment notebook. 

Ú Read the school 
newsletter. Visit the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ 

Ú Attend meetings of the 
School Advisory Council 
where parents and 
teachers make budget 
decisions and plan ways 
to improve student 
performance. 

Ú Yƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
progress reports and 
report cards are sent 
home and check them. 

Ú Make appointments to 
attend parent-teacher 
conferences. 

 

 

http://www.indianriverschools.org/
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Tips for Parents  
*ÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÅÎÔ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

(PTA, PTSA, or PTO). 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ 
liaisons with other parents and provide input and support for issues. If you cannot attend meetings, call the parent 
organization president at your school and volunteer to help at other times. An active parent association can have a 
significant impact on improving a school. 

!ÓË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ɉ3!#ɊȢ 

If you would like to become part of a committee that makes impƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀǎƪ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ƻǊ {!/Φ tŀǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {!/ 
must be elected by other parents. 

Every school has a SAC, which is made up of parents, teachers, the principal, support staff, and other 
representatives of business and the community. The SAC is responsible for developing and making final decisions 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎh as 
curriculum, budget, discipline, training, instructional materials, technology, staffing, and student support services. 
The SAC helps to develop the school budget. SAC members also decide how to spend money from a special school 
improvement fund that is provided by the school district. This fund consists of $5 per student and must be used to 
benefit all the students in the school. 

Even if you do not want to become a SAC member, get to know the parents who are.  

Ask them what issues the SAC is discussing. Feel free to make suggestions on topics that concern you. 

Compulsory School Attendance  

.ȅ ƭŀǿΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ мс Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛŦ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ ¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎademic performance and prevent your child from moving 
on to the next grade. After 10 absences a letter of notification is mailed to parents. Under law, parents may be 
ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ƛŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  

 

Successful Parent-Teacher Conference 

Tips for having a successful parent-teacher conference are: 

Ú Make a list of questions and concerns you have and write them down. 

Ú YŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Ú Listen to what the teacher has to say and ask questions if you do not understand what the teacher is 
trying to tell you. 

Ú Schedule a follow-up appointment if necessary. 

Ú Try to work with the teacher to help your child; teamwork is the best approach.  

 

Here Are Some Questions to Keep in Mind  

Ú Is my child performing at grade level? 

Ú ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΣ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΚ 

Ú How much time should my child be spending on homework? 

Ú !ǊŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΚ 

Ú Do you have a folder of Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΚ ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚ 

Ú Does my child get along with other students? 

Ú 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ 

Ú What can I do at home to support what is happening in the classroom? 

Ú What is the best way to keep in touch with you? 
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Information Parents Should Have  
R A Current School Calendar  

A current school calendar will show holidays, standardized testing days, early dismissal days and teacher work days 
and can be viewed online  www.indianriverschools.org. 

R The Code of Student Conduct  

The Code of Student Conduct is disseminated at the start of the school year and is available on the website. It 
describes what behavior is unacceptable in school and how students are disciplined if they commit a violation. 
Students and parents sign that they have received a copy. 

R  Medication Procedures  

Any child in need of medication during school hours is required to complete and turn in a Medication Permission 
Slip. This can be found in aŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΥ ! tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
Health Room. 

R 0ÈÏÎÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
should be kept for easy reference. 

R A copy of the School Handbook  

! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘŀƴŘōƻƻƪΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΣ ƻǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
success. 

R A copy of your Title I Parent Plan 

(Applicable only for elementary Title I sites) At Title I schools parents sign a Title I parent agreement which includes 
information about the program. 

R The bus number, schedule and pickup address, if your child rides a bus to 
school 

Bus information is provided in local newspapers before school starts and copies of the bus schedules are available 
ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
978-8801. A transportation hotline (978-8199) is available for immediate concerns regarding transportation issues. 

R Free and Reduced Lunch Program  

The Free and Reduced Lunch Program provides free and lower priced lunches and breakfast meals for children 
from low-income families. In order to apply for the program, parents need to complete a Free and Reduced Meal 
Application ŦƻǊƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
information. 

R Meal Prepayment Plan  

The School Meals Program is pleased to offer the Meal Pay Plus Program to all students and staff.  Parents can 
make prepayments to their child's meal account by using the 6-digit student ID#.  Call toll free (866) 606-7084 or 
register online at https://www.mealpayplus.com.  Prepaid accounts mean faster serving lines, thereby, giving your 
child more time to eat.  

Advantages of prepayment:  

 Easiest, most convenient way to pay    · Available 24/7 by internet or phone  

 Never worry about cash for "lunch money"  · Parents can check their child's account balance   

 Pay with VISA, MasterCard, Discover or Debit/Check  

 Parents can be assured that funds are going toward child's meal and not being lost, stolen or spent elsewhere  

https://www.mealpayplus.com/
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Terms 9ÏÕȭÌÌ .ÅÅÄ ÔÏ +ÎÏ× 
AYP: Adequate Yearly Progress 

CELLA:  Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment - Florida uses the Comprehensive English 

Language Learning Assessment (CELLA) to measure the growth of students classified as English Language 

Learners (ELLs) in mastering the skills in English they will need to succeed in school. CELLA is a four-skill language 
proficiency assessment developed under contract by Educational Testing Service (ETS). 

ECHOS: Early Childhood Observation System 

ED: Economically Disadvantaged - Economically disadvantaged is defined as students whose families are 
participating in the free and reduced lunch program. 

ELL: English Language Learner 

EOC: End-of-course assessment given to students at the secondary level in certain courses [beginning with 
Algebra I] and developed by the Florida Department of Education 

EP: Educational Plan-a written plan for the special education of a child who is gifted. 

ESE: Exceptional Student Education 

ESOL: English for Speakers of Other Languages 

Extracurricular:  These are school-sanctioned activities like clubs or athletic teams that happen either before 
or after school. 

FAIR: Florida Assessments for Instruction in Reading 

FCAT: Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test - FCAT is a series of reading, math, writing, and science tests 
given during February and March to every public school student in Florida who is in grades 3 through 11. In grades 
5, 8, & 11 there is a science section and in grades 4, 8, & 10 students are also tested in writing.  

FCAT Explorer:  www.fcatexplorer.com - Created by the Florida Department of Education and free for 
students, parents, and school faculty to use, FCAT Explorer has been a mainstay of computer lab and home FCAT 
review. With a variety of reports, progress monitoring tools, and rich practice and skill development tools, FCAT 
Explorer gives parents and school staff the ability to confirm student capabilities and improve basic skills at the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

504 Plan: This plan is designed to ensure that students with physical or mental impairments that substantially 
limit a major life activity are provided with the same opportunity as other students to learn at school.  

FLKRS:  Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener - The Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) is 

administered to assess the readiness of each child for kindergarten. The FLKRS includes a subset of the Early 
/ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳϰ ό9/Ih{ϰύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ C!Lw ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘion 
ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΦ 

Florida Alternative Assessment: The Florida Alternate Assessment is provided to students with significant 
cognitive disabilities for whom the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test is not an appropriate measure of 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ L9t ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ннΣллл ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
participate in alternate assessment. These students have significant cognitive disabilities, and the classroom 
instruction they receive is based on a modified version of the Sunshine State Standards. 

IEP: Individual Education Plan - An IEP is a plan developed for students with disabilities by a team of parents, 
educators, and a representative of the school district. The plan lists accommodations the student needs as well as 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΦ L9tΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭly.  

PMP: Progress Monitoring Plan - This is a plan developed by the teacher after reviewing data from student 
assessments. When student test results demonstrate deficiencies in specific areas the teacher delivers direct 
instruction to those students. 

http://www.fcatexplorer.com/
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PS/RtI :  Problem Solving Response to Intervention - This is a process in which teachers provide additional 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

Retention:  This refers to students who do not move on to the next grade level at the end of the year due to 
poor academic performance. For example, a 4th grade student who is unable at the end of the year to do 4th 
grade work may be retained, or kept in 4th grade for another year.  

SAC: School Advisory Council 

SIP:  School Improvement Plan 

Student Progression Plan: This district plan details federal, state and local guidelines concerning attendance, 
courses of study, report cards, promotion and retention, testing, grading, academic standards, transfers, credits, 
scholarships, diplomas, honors, accelerated learning, and related topics. It is available on the website.  

Sunshine State Standards: In Florida, these standards are what your child is expected to learn at each grade 
level. They are developed by the state and measured by a test called the FCAT given to every public school student 
in grades 3 through 11. 

SWD:  Students with Disabilities 

 

Homework  

All students may have homework, including kindergartners. Homework is an opportunity for students to practice 
and apply skills they have learned in class. There are many ways that parents can show their child that homework 
is important. 

Ú Set a regular time and find a quiet place for you child to do homework. 

Ú Remove distractions like television and younger children. 

Ú Provide supplies if needed (pencils, pens, paper). 

Ú Show an interest by providing help if needed and praise when assignments are completed. 

If your child has difficulty with homework, contact the teacher immediately. Sometimes the teacher can give 
specific suggestions or modify the assignment if necessary.  

 

 

Curriculum  
 

Reading ɀ The # 1 Priority  

Every teacher, parent, and child knows that reading is the most important skill taught in elementary school. There 
are six components for reading that children must learn in order to learn to read. To be able to help your child in 
reading, it is necessary for parents to know and understand the six components. They are: 

1. Oral Language ς Student can understand and use appropriate verbal communication. 

2. Phonemic awareness ς Student can hear, blend, and isolate sounds in words, can rhyme, and recognize 
syllables. 

3. Phonics ς Student can represent sounds with letters (print, written language). 

4. Fluency ς Student can recognize most commonly used words in the English language, and can read 
appropriate text at a reasonable rate with proper expression. 

5. Vocabulary ς Student can understand, recognize, and use appropriate grade level language. 

6. Comprehension ς Student can think, understand, and explain about what they read. 
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Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) are developed by the state, cover every academic subject, 
and are followed by every public school in Florida. They state what your child is expected to know and be able to 
do at different grade levels. 

For instance, by the end of 2
nd

 grade, a student should be able to predict what a passage or piece of writing is 
about based on its title and illustrations. By the end of 12

th
 grade, a student should be able to examine a literary 

work from several critical perspectives. 

Classroom instruction in every subject from Art to Zoology is based on these standards and grades show how well 
students are performing according to the standards. 

Each spring standardized tests are given in Indian River County public schools to measure how well students have 
learned these standards. These tests, which currently measure reading, writing, science, and math abilities, are 
often referred to as the FCAT or Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. Ask for a copy of the standards at your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎhool or go to www.fldoe.orgΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜǎǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŜκǎƘŜ 
moves on to the next grade. All students who want to earn a standard high school diploma must be able to pass 
the FCAT. For more detailed FCAT information go to http://fcat.fldoe.org . 

 

Why students are tested - What the results mean  

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (grades 3-11). The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is the 
foundation of the statewide educational assessment and accountability program.  The FCAT program includes 
assessments in the following areas: 

 Writing for students in grades 4, 8, 10 

 Reading and mathematics for students in grades 3 through 10 

 Science for students in grades 5, 8, and 11 

Criterion-referenced tests, such as FCAT, show how your child is doing in regard to achievement of standards and 
ǘǊŀŎƪ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘǊŜƴgths in order to provide more challenging academic opportunities. Schools use test results to 
develop school-wide plans for improving academic performance. 

The scores for students are available to their parents. 

 

Standard s-based test results are reported i n a number of different ways.  

× CƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C/!¢ {{{Σ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ [ŜǾŜƭ р ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
achieved and indicates that the student can handle the most challenging material. Level 4 shows performance 
above grade level. Level 3 indicates a student is learning as he/she should. Level 2 is a yellow flag that a 
student needs to work harder and receive extra help at home and at school. Level 1 is a red flag that the child 
is performing far below where he/she should be and may not be promoted to the next grade. 

× The FCAT Writing test requires students to write about an assigned topic within a 45-minute time limit. Their 
writing is scored on a predetermined set of expectations including staying on the topic and linking ideas 
together. The writing score can range from 1.0 to 6.0.  

 

FCAT ACCOMMODATIONS 

Testing accommodations are any changes or adjustments to standard testing procedures or materials intended to 
enable eligible students (ESE, ESOL, 504) to participate in assessments and/or to better show knowledge or skills. 

/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
needs and documented on the appropriate plan. The following types of accommodations are allowed for FCAT: 
presentation, responding, scheduling, setting, and assistive technology. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://fcat.fldoe.org/
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How to Enroll Your Child in School  
 

 
In order to enter kindergarten, a child must be 5 on or before September 1. In order to enter first grade, a child 
must be 6 on or before September 1. Enrolling in school for the first time is easy. All you need is a birth certificate, 
social security number (not required), proof of a school physical within one year of the date your child starts 
school, Certificate of Immunization (Blue Card) obtained by a local doctor or our County Health Department, and a 
current utility bill with your name and address for proof of residence.  Kindergarten and elementary students 
ŜƴǊƻƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Attendance Office, 1426 18

th
 St., Vero Beach, FL 32960. Middle and high school 

students should enroll at their appropriate schools. For more information call 772-564-3145. 

To be completed PRIOR TO enrollment into school: 

1. School Entrance Exam όǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭύ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ м ȅŜŀǊ prior to enrollment in schoolέ 
per Florida Statute 1003.22.   

Certificate of Immunization (DOH form 680) 

tŀǊŜƴǘκDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
school. This information must be transferred within 30 school days with the following information:   

1. Student Health Exam (DOH form 3040), proof of physical, Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ м ȅŜŀǊ prior to 
enrollment in schoolέ ǇŜǊ Cƭ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜ 1003.22.          

2. Certificate of Immunization (DOH form 680) showing proof of all required vaccines for age. 

Who should I talk to about the vaccine?  
Contact your family doctor or your County Health Department.  
 

On an annual basis the person who enrolled the student in school has the right to update the enrollment form. The 
parent or other responsible adult who enrolled the student should include other responsible persons who may 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǇŀǊŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜ 
1000.21(5)Σ ƳŜŀƴǎΥ ά9ƛǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴȅ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
procedures are implemented in order to insure safety for students and to insure that to the extent reasonably 
possible students will only be removed during the school day by authorized adults. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ bǳǊǎŜ 
School Health Services Coordinator at 772-564-5940 

  

Resources 
(School Physicals and/or Immunizations) 

 
IRC Health Department     1900 27

th
 Street, Vero Beach, FL 32960  772-794-7400 

 
Gifford Health Center     4675 28th Court, Vero Beach, FL 32967  772-794-5151 
 
Treasure Coast Community Health (North)  12196 County Road 512, Fellsmere, FL 32948 772-257-8224 
 
Treasure Coast Community Health (Central) 777 37

th
 Street, Ste B-104, Vero Beach, FL  772-257-8224 

 
Treasure Coast Community Health (South)  1545 9

th
 Street SW (on Oslo Rd.), Vero Beach, FL 772-257-8224 

 
Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) Mobile Unit  Call for mobile unit schedule  772-567-5551 
  (physicals only)         
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School Health Services 
 

The School District of Indian River County employs Health Assistants who provide health services at the schools. 
They work under the direction of a Registered Nurse (Health Services Coordinator) ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
needs during school hours.   

Services available to your child include:  

 First aid for injuries/Health Room access for student needs during school hours 
 Assistance with medications during school  
 Department of Health/nursing referrals  
 Individualized School Health Plans 
 *State mandated health screenings: Vision/Hearing** (grades K*, 1*, 3**, 6*), BMI (Height-

Weight) and Scoliosis (grades 6*)   
**Optional grades screened 

A student shall be able to carry a metered dose inhaler and/or EpiPen on their person while in school when they 
have approval from their parents, physician and proper paperwork on file in the health room.  In addition, an 
Individualized Health Care Plan must be on file and updated yearly.  

For the most up to date requirements and recommendations please consult with your local public health 
department and/or physician. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (850) 245-4342 OR VISIT www.immunizeflorida.org. 

Need health insurance for your child? Apply online at www.floridakidcare.org or call 1-888-540-5437 for an 
application. 

 

School Entry Requirements for One or Two Does of Varicella Vaccine  
For Grades Pre-K and K-12, Florida 2008/2009 ɀ 2020/2021  

 

One Dose  2 Doses       

Grade 
2008-
2009 

2009-
2010 

2010-
2011 

2011-
2012 

2012-
2013 

2013-
2014 

2014-
2015 

2015-
2016 

2016-
2017 

2017-
2018 

2018-
2019 

2019-
2020 

2020-
2021 

Pre-K              

Kindergarten              

1              

2              

3              

4              

5              

6              

7              

8              

9              

10              

11              

12              

 
 

MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINES: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

1.  What is meningococcal disease? 
 Meningitis is an infection of fluid surrounding the brain and the spinal cord. Meningococcal disease is a serious 

illness, caused by a bacterium and is the leading cause of bacterial meningitis in children ages 2 through 18 in 
the United States. Meningococcal disease also causes blood infections. Anyone can get meningococcal 
disease, but it is most common in infants less than one year old and people with certain medical conditions, 
such as lack of a spleen.  College freshmen who live in dormitories have an increased risk of getting 

http://www.immunizeflorida.org/
http://www.floridakidcare.org/
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meningococcal disease.  Meningococcal infections can be treated with drugs such as penicillin.  Still, about 1 
out of every ten people who get the disease dies from it, and many others are affected for life.  This is why the 
meningococcal vaccine is very important for people at highest risk. 

 

2.  Meningococcal vaccine 
 Meningococcal vaccines cannot prevent all types of this disease, but they do protect many people who might 

become ill if they did not get the vaccine. Two meningococcal vaccines are available in the U.S. Both vaccines 
can prevent 4 types of meningococcal disease, including 2 of the 3 types most common in the United States 
and a type that causes epidemics in Africa.   

 

3.  Who should get meningococcal vaccine and when? 
 Either the M.C.V.4 or the M.P.S.V.4 is recommended for all children at their routine preadolescent visit (11 to 

12 years of age).  For those who have never gotten M.C.V.4 or M.P.S.V.4, a dose is recommended at high 
school entry. Other adolescents who want to decrease their risk of meningococcal disease can also get the 
vaccine, which include college freshmen living in dormitories.  

 

4.  What are the risks from meningococcal vaccine? 
 A vaccine, like any medicine, can possibly cause serious problems, such as severe allergic reactions. The risk of 

meningococcal vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is extremely small.  
 Mild problems: Up to about half of people who get meningococcal vaccines have mild side effects, such as 

redness or pain where the shot was given. If these problems do occur, they usually last for 1 or 2 days and are 
more common after M.C.V.4 than after M.P.S.V.4. A small percentage of people who receive the vaccine 
develop a fever.  

 Severe problems: Serious allergic reactions, within a few minutes to a few hours of the shot, are very rare. 
 

5.  Who should I talk to about the vaccine?  
 Contact your family doctor or your County Health Department.  

 
What Your Child Is Learning In Kindergarten  
 
All students entering kindergarten will be evaluated within the first 30 days of the school year to determine their 
readiness to learn. Teachers will evaluate students using two state required instruments; one is an observation 
tool and the other assesses early literacy skills. 

Throughout the school year student progress will be measured through teacher observation, assessments and 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
The marking code is designed so thaǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ 
kindergarten concepts. An S on the report card indicates that your child has successfully completed the skill. An I 
on the report card indicates that your child is improving but still needs support. The teacher will put an X on the 
report card to indicate an area of concern. If your child is having difficulty with the kindergarten curriculum, you 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜrence the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 
progress monitoring plan. 

At the end of the first semester, if your child is still having trouble performing at grade level and therefore might 
be retained, you will receive a request for another conference and notification that your child may be kept in 
kindergarten at the end of the year. During the second semester, parents and school staff will continue to work 
closely to help the student improve his skills. At the end of the school year, school officials will evaluate your child 
again and look at his progress to determine if he/she is ready to move to 1

st
 grade. 

Although these notification and conferences happen at specific times, parents cƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
academic progress should be in close touch with teachers by telephone, email or face-to-face on a more frequent 
basis. 

!ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǎƘŜ ƻǊ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
www.floridastandards.org to see the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards. 
 
 

http://www.floridastandards.org/
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What Your Child Is Learning In 1st and 2nd 
Grades 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LŦ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ 

where the child is having difficulty and what extra help can be given. In first grade student progress in reading is 

evaluated throughout the year using FAIR. In second grade student progress in reading and math is evaluated 

throughout the year using benchmark tests. 

Parents of students who are not making progress in basic subjects will be notified and asked to come in for a 

conference. During the conference the teacher will show you the data and explain how she is addressing your 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƴƻƴitoring plan. There are many things parents and teachers can do 

to help a child be more successful. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ 

performing at grade level, you will receive a request for another conference and notification that your child may be 

kept in the same grade at the end of the year. Together, you will discuss what needs to be done at school and at 

home to make sure the child is ready for the next grade. 

Throughout the rest of the school year, your child will receive extra assistance to help him succeed. During the 

year, teachers will assess students frequently to keep track of progress and identify where learning problems still 

exist. Although these notifications and conferences happen at specific times, parents concerned about their 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ŦŀŎŜ-to-face on a more 

frequent basis. 

If, by the end of the year, your child has not made enough progress to succeed in the next grade, he/she will be 

kept in his/her current grade for another year. The decision to hold back your child is based on grades, test scores 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ ! ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻn review committee 

consisting of teachers and administrators, with parent input, will make the decision using all the information 

gathered throughout the year. 

Ask the teacher to explain what he or she will be covering or go to www.floridastandards.org. 
 
 

What Your Child Is Learning In 3rd  Grade 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LŦ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ is identified, an additional evaluation will be done to find out 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƘŜƭǇ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

progress in reading. You may receive a letter indicating that your child has a reading deficiency and is in danger of 

being retained. Parents of students who are not making progress in reading and other basic subjects will be 

notified and asked to come in for a conference. In third grade student progress in reading and math is evaluated 

throughout the year using benchmark tests. During the conference the teacher will show you the data and explain 

Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

parents and teachers can do to help a child be more successful. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ōŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ done at school 

and at home to make sure the child is successful on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) and ready 

for the next grade. 

http://www.floridastandards.org/
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Although these notifications and conferences happen at specific times, parents concerned about their childrenΩǎ 

academic progress should be in close touch with teachers by telephone, email or face-to-face on a more frequent 

basis. 

Throughout the rest of the school year, your child will receive extra assistance to help him succeed. During the 

year, teachers will assess students frequently to keep track of progress and identify where learning problems still 

exist. 

Third grade is the first year that your child takes the FCAT. Special emphasis is placed upon this test in the third 

grade. The state regulates FCAT results must be a major factor in promotion and retention decisions in all grades 

and has mandated that in 3
rd

 grade all students who score at level 1 on the reading section of FCAT must be 

retained unless there is a good cause exemption which is rare and narrowly defined. 

The district school board may only exempt students from mandatory retention, for good cause. Good cause 
exemptions are limited to the following: 

1. A student with disabilities whose IEP indicates that participation in the FCAT is not appropriate. 

2. A Limited English Proficient student who has had less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers 
of Other Languages program. 

3. A student who scores at the 51 percentile or higher on the Norm Referenced Test selected by the state. 

4. A student with a portfolio, demonstrating reading performance equal to at least FCAT Level 2. 

5. A student with disabilities who participates in the FCAT and who has an IEP or a 504 plan that reflects that 
the student has received intensive remediation in reading and was previously retained. 

6. A student who has received intensive remediation in reading for 2 or more years but still demonstrates a 
deficiency in reading and who was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a 
total of 2 years. 

 

 

What Your Child Is Learning In 4th  and 5th  
Grades 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LŦ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ will be done to find out 

where the child is having difficulty and what extra help can be given. Parents of students who are not making 

progress in basic subjects will be notified and asked to come in for a conference. In fourth and fifth grades student 

progress in reading and math is evaluated throughout the year using benchmark tests. During the conference the 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 

progress monitoring plan. There, teacher will also discuss ways that your student progress can be supported 

through at-home activities. 

Throughout the rest of the school year, your child will receive extra assistance to help him succeed. During the 

year, teachers will assess students frequently to keep track of progress and identify where learning problems still 

exist. Although these notifications and conferences happen at specific times, parents concerned about their 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΣ email or face-to-face on a more 

frequent basis. 

In fourth and fifth grade your child takes the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. Special emphasis is placed 

upon this test. The state says FCAT results must be a major factor in promotion and retention decisions in all 

grades. 

If, by the end of the year, your child has not made enough progress to succeed to the next grade, he/she will be 

kept in his/her current grade for another year. The decision to hold back your child is based on grades, FCAT scores 



 

12 

aƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ ! ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 

consisting of teachers and administrators, with parent input, will make the decision using all the information 

gathered throughout the year. 

 

What Your Child Is Learning In 
Middle School  

6th, 7th &  

8th grades 
Recognizing the individual needs of middle level students and the critical choices they must make during this 
period of early adolescence, the middle school curriculum provides a vehicle for personal growth and development 
through rich and varied exploratory offerings and experiences. 

During each of the middle school years of 6
th

, 7
th
, and 8

th
 grade, students will be taking math, language arts, 

science, and social studies. The state requires all students who have a substantial deficiency in reading to take an 
intensive reading course. Students must successfully complete math, language arts, science, and social studies 
courses each year in order to be promoted to 9

th
 grade. Students take physical education and elective courses that 

may include business, technology, art, band, chorus, drama, foreign language and health. 

Eighth Grade Credit & Advanced Programs  

A student in 7
th
 or 8

th
 grade may earn a credit toward high school graduation in the areas of mathematics and in 8

th
 

grade foreign language. Gifted courses are available in the middle schools. See page 14 for description of eligibility 
for gifted studies. 

Seventh Grade Requirement  

Certain immunizations are required for every 7
th
 grade student. Check with your physician or call the school to find 

ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

Promotion to 9 th  grade 

 
The State of Florida requires that every student successfully complete academic courses as follows: 

 Three year long or equivalent middle school or higher courses in English 

 Three year long or equivalent middle school or higher courses in Mathematics 

 Three year long or equivalent middle school or higher courses in Science 

 Three year long or equivalent middle school or higher courses in Social Studies 
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What Your Child Is 
Learning In High School 

9th, 10th,  

11th & 12th grades 
 

Graduation Options:  

High school students have three graduation options: 

 Standard 24 credits 4-year graduation 

 18 credit college preparation 3-year accelerated graduation 

 18 credit career preparation 3-year accelerated graduation 

In all three options students are required to take at least 4 credits of English, 4 credits of math: Algebra and 

Geometry are required, 3 credits of science, and 3 credits of social studies.* Each of the options has other 

additional requirements. Our high schools offer a wide range of academic and elective courses. Please contact your 

guidance counselor for information. 

*Students who entered high school before 2007 are required to take only 3 credits of math for the standard 24 

credit option. 

A cumulative GPA of 2.0 (unweighted) or higher is one of the requirements for receiving a standard high school 

ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀΦ Dt!Ωǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻm 0.00 to 4.00 (unweighted).The accelerated options require a higher minimum 

unweighted grade point average. LƴŘƛŀƴ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǎŎŀƭŜΦέ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ άǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘέ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎŀƭŎulating grade point averages. Weighted 

courses are especially rigorous and include Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, academic dual 

enrollment, honors and level 3 classes. Weighted grades are only used to determine class rank. 

 

 

 

 

Passing FCAT 

If your child has been educated in a Florida public school, he/she has probably taken the FCAT every spring since 
3

rd
 ƎǊŀŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ 

school years.  

Ninth grade students entering high school in 2010 will NOT take FCAT in high school.  They will be required to take 
the Algebra 1 End of Course Exam.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀǎ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƎŜōǊŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
enrolled in Algebra in ninth grade. 
 
All students, including ESE and ESOL students, must score a 300 in the reading and math 10

th
 grade FCAT in order 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ мл
th

 grade FCAT the first time 
will have opportunities to retake it several more times while in high school or after completion of the senior year if 
necessary. 

Guidance 

²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
are fulfilled.  

  

How to calculate GPA: 

1. This average is calculated by changing letter grades into a number value: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, 

F=0. If the course is weighted: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F=0. 

2. The number values are added together. 

3. Divide by the total number of classes taken to get the grade point average. 

 



 

14 

What happens if your child falls behind?  

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ōŜƭƻǿ нΦрΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛve a letter notifying you that your child is at risk of 
not meeting the graduation requirements. Students who have scored poorly on the FCAT will be remediated. 
Participation in extra-curricular activities requires at least a 2.0 GPA. 

High school students who fail a course are given the opportunity to take that course again through the adult and 
Community Education School.  Courses are also available through Florida Virtual High School on-line.  Students in 
need of credit recovery should seek help from their guidance counselor as to which program best suits his/her 
needs. 

How to help your child do better  

 !ǎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ п-year planner, ePep. 

 Require adequate time for sleeping, studying, and reading. 

 Sometimes poor performance by high school students is caused by poor attendance. If grades or test scores 
begin to dip, stay in close touch with school officials regarding tardiness and truancy. 

 Take time every day to ask what happened in school and what assignments are due. 

 Ask to see graded papers. Ask your child if he/she understands how to get the right answer to any questions 
marked wrong. If not, ask him/her to make an appointment with the teacher. 

 /ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŘǊƻǇ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ concepts. 

 /ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ŜSembler. 

 

 
Armed Forces Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruiting  

¢ƘŜ άbƻ /ƘƛƭŘ [ŜŦǘ .ŜƘƛƴŘ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нллмέ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ wŜŎǊǳƛǘŜǊ 
Access to Students and Student Recruiting Information. Unless the parent requests otherwise, the School District 
Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜǊǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ 
the high school student or the paǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 
listing not be released without the prior parental consent.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜǊǎΣ 
contact your high school and  provide a written request that this information not be released to them. The form 
is available in the Code of Student Conduct. 

 

Opportunities for Advanced Students  

Gifted Services  

Students identified as gifted learners are eligible for gifted services. The State of Florida determines the criteria 
necessary for identification which includes: I.Q. score, a majority of gifted characteristics, and a demonstrated 
need for the program. For further information on gifted education visit http://www.fldoe.org/bii/Gifted_Ed/. 
 

Honors Courses 

! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άIƻƴƻǊǎέ ƻǊ [ŜǾŜƭ о ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƻǳǊǎŜ /ƻŘŜ 
Directory. These courses are considered to be more rigorous than other similar courses. No college credit is earned 
for these classes. 

 

Accelerated Graduation  

High school students may choose an accelerated graduation that has been approved by the legislature. 

Students and parents may discuss this option with their high school guidance counselor or administrator. 

http://www.fldoe.org/bii/Gifted_Ed/


 

15 

Virtual Instruction  

Part-time virtual instruction 
Students enrolled in district middle schools and high schools may choose to enroll in courses available through 
Florida Virtual School and will receive credit for successful completion of such courses.  Because of the unique 
nature of this program, approval of the principal or guidance counselor is required to ensure that the courses meet 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Virtual School on campus during school hours or after school hours in addition to the regular school day or through 
summer school enrollment.  Visit the website at www.flvs.net 
 
Full Time Virtual Instruction 
Full time virtual instruction is offered as a school of choice to families in Indian River County whose students 
attended public school during the previous school year or to siblings of students who are currently enrolled in 
Indian River Virtual School.   The School District of Indian River County provides virtual instruction for K-12 
students through a partnership with Florida Virtual School/Connections Academy.  Registration is available until 
August 1st each year.  Visit the website at www.flvsft.com 
 

Advanced Placement  

Advanced Placement is the enrollment of an eligible secondary student in a course being offered through the 
Advanced Placement Program administered by the College Board. Postsecondary credit for an Advanced 
Placement course is limited to students who score a minimum of 3, on a 5-point scale, on the corresponding 
Advanced Placement Examination. The postsecondary course for which the student shall receive credit is 
determined by the college or university that accepts the student for admission. Vero Beach High School offers a 
wide range of Advanced Placement classes and Sebastian River High School offers a limited number. 

The International Baccalaureate Program  

Sebastian River High School hosts the International Baccalaureate Program. This is a four-year curriculum covering 
all subjects. The State Board of Education establishes rules that specify the cutoff scores and International 
Baccalaureate Examinations which will be used to grant postsecondary credit at community colleges and 
universities in Florida. Students are awarded a maximum of 30 semester credit hours. The specific postsecondary 
courses for which a student receives credit are determined by the college or university that accepts the student for 
admission. 

Dual Enrollment  

The School District of Indian River County and Indian River State College co-sponsor appropriate college courses in 
high schools during the normal class hours, after normal class hours, and during the summer term. Students 
enrolled in dual enrollment classes shall earn both high school and college credit if they meet the requirements for 
satisfactory completion of such classes. 

An eligible high school student may be enrolled as a full time dual enrollment student at any Florida college or 
university with which the School District has a current inter-institutional articulation agreement. The student must 
be accepted by that institution as well as approved by the high school principal. 

Graduation Under Early Admission and Advanced Studies Through Other Colleges 
and Universities  

A student may be admitted to the early admission and advanced studies program of any college or university with 
the approval of the high school principal. 

Consideration for approval will be based on the following requirements: 

 The student must have an unweighted GPA of 3.0 based on a 4.0 scale. 

 The student must be accepted by the postsecondary institution. 

 
 

  

http://www.flvs.net/
http://www.flvsft.com/
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Report Cards and What They Mean 
 

Students receive report cards every nine weeks. They 
will also receive progress reports between each 
report card. Most academic subjects will be given a 
grade ranging from A to F. Other grades and subjects 
may receive an E, S, P or N.  

If your child receives a D, F, P, or N in any subject, 
your child is having academic difficulty. You should 
contact the teacher as soon as possible. 

There is a space ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
teachers can make additional comments about your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 

 

Grade Percent Definition 

A 90-100 Outstanding progress 

B 80-89 Above average progress 

C 70-79 Average progress 

D 60-69 
Lowest acceptable progress 
(In danger of failing) 

F 0-59 Failure 

Grade  Definition 
 E  Exceeding Expectations 

 S  Successfully Meeting Expectations

 P    Progressing But Needs Support 

 N  Not Meeting Expectations 

 

Lƴ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ фΣ млΣ ммΣ ϧ мн ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
his cumulative grade point average (GPA). This average is 
calculated by changing letter grades into a number value: 
A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0. The number values are then 
added and divided by the total number of classes taken. A 
GPA of 2.0 is required for high school graduation 

  


